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Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896) ca. 1865. 
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Harriet Beecher Stowe Finds 
“Intellectual Activity” in Western Maine 

Editor’s Note: The letter quoted below was apparently 
written by Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896) in the summer 
of 1852 after the appearance of her most famous book, Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin in April of that year. Mrs. Stowe wrote at least 
a portion of her celebrated volume in Maine where her 
husband Calvin was a professor at Bowdoin College. The 
lady, to whom President Lincoln was alleged to have said, 
“so you are the little lady who wrote the book that created 
this great war ” was a frequent traveler and keen observer of 
life in America and Europe possessing a thoroughly reliable 
ear for words and conversation in the tradition of other New 
England local colorists such as Sarah Orne Jewett. She 
recorded some observations of life in Bethel, Oxford County, 
and the surrounding countryside, which appeared in The 
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The barn (ca. 1813) connected to the Dr. Moses Mason House will 
be the only such structure where the Smithsonian Institution exhibit, 
“Barn Again! Celebrating and American Icon” will be housed 
during its Maine appearances. The exhibit will be in Bethel from 
August 19 through October 22, 2005. 

SMITHSONIAN BARN EXHIBIT 
TOURS MAINE 

Combine the prestige of the Smithsonian Institution, the 
program expertise of the Maine Humanities Council and the 
enthusiasm of three Maine museums, plus the engaging 
history of rural Maine, and the result is Barn Again! 
Celebrating an American Icon. 

For the first time ever, this outstanding exhibit from the 
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition Service is touring Maine 
and will be on view in three locations between April and 
October: April 7 through June 8, Saco Museum (York 
County), June 15-August 12,MuseeculturelduMont-Carmel 
in Lille (Aroostook County) and August 19 through October 
22, Tuesday through Sunday, 1-4 P.M. at the Bethel 
Historical Society (Oxford County). 

This exhibit explores the barn in all its aspects. Each site 
will include local historical artifacts relating to bams and 
displays high-lighting the history and role of the farmer in 
Maine. This is an appealing exhibit for the whole family with 
examples of old toys, period advertising, and historical 
images of barns in Maine and across the country. Special 
activities, demonstrations, events and workshops are being 
planned in each location in conjunction with the exhibit. 

The Maine Humanities Council expects thousands of 
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(Harriet Beecher Stowe, continued from page 1) 

Portland Transcript for 25 September 1852 with this preface: 
"Mrs. Stowe sends another delightful letter from Maine. ” 
The entire text is printed below. For those wishing to learn 
more about Mrs. Stowe 's life and literary pursuits, see Forest 
Wilson, Crusader in Crinoline: The Life of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1941) and Joan D. 
Hedrick, Harriet Beecher Stowe: A Life (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1994). 

These nooks and hollows among the mountains produce a 
race of intellectual activity. 

You go into a plain farm house, where the furniture and all 
the appurtenances retain the most primitive simplicity-but be 
not surprised if you sec Latin, Greek, and German books 
lying on the table. You look inquiringly, and are told perhaps 
a certain Mary or Maria, who is keeping school up at 
Umbagog, or out of the way place, whose books are these. 
She has long done using them-she got them when she first 
began; now she has left them for Cynthia or Louise, or some 
other fair successor in the family line, who is equally hardy 
and energetic in her attacks upon the tree of knowledge. Ten 
to one you get a glimpse of said Cynthia, who proves a 
slender, blue-eyed girl, trimly dressed, with a pair of very 
pretty earrings in her ears, and an air of quiet composure, and 
savoir faire which shows you she is princess of the blood in 
her regions. You talk with her, and find she has a mind as 
sharp and bright and keen as one of the quartz crystals- among 
her own mountains. She has been to the academy in the 
neighboring town. She has a fancy for drawing, and maybe 
shows you a crayon head or a landscape, which you did not 
expect to see just then-she wishes she could learn more about 
it-she has a cousin who paints in oils-she thinks perhaps, 
after she has taught a quarter or two, she will save enough to 
get to Portland, and take lessons of a master. 

One is struck with the intellectual activity of the Maine 
woman, wherever he travels among them. A friend of mine 
told me the other day that in one of one of the towns where he 
was visiting, in the clergyman’s family, he was surprised to 
find the walls decorated with oil paintings which he thought 
it quite beyond the means of his friend to have purchased. 

“Where did you get these paintings?” he asked. 

“Oh, these! My wife painted them!” was the reply. 

The same gentleman relates that another time, when 
hospitably entertained in an obscure settlement, far out in the 
woods of Maine, being struck with the domestic talents and 
agreeable manners of his hostess, he entered into some 
conversation with her. Knowing he was connected with the 
collegiate institution in Brunswick, she inquired with great 
interest after a young gentleman there, adding as an apology 
for her inquisitiveness. “I feel interested in that young man, 
for I fitted him for college.” 

My friend, of course, thought she alluded to some such 
fitting as knitting his stockings, or making his shirts-and 
made a remark to that effect. 

“Oh, no, "said the lady composedly, “I mean that I taught 
him Greek and Latin, and so on, and of course I should wish 
to hear that he was doing well.” It seemed to be quite an off 
course affair to her, nothing to what she could do. I can 
assure you, by the by, that these women are yeomen 


housekeepers, and that you will never taste the Latin and the 
Greek in sour bread or bad butter, or see the drawing looking 
out of holes in dresses. 

The fact is, that sterile soil and a harsh climate though not 
good for growing anything else are first rate for raising men 
and women; and men and women, in the full, emphatic sense 
of the word, are the staple produce of Maine. The long 
cheerless winters here are powerful educators, both 
physically and morally-physically in the amount of oxygen 
and vitality which they form into the system, intellectually in 
the leisure which they force on one for intellectual pursuits. 
Apropos of the winters, I will relate an anecdote which I 
heard in my village under the mountains, which might give 
some of our Southern friends a new idea of what a winter 
here is like. 

Said one of our friends, whose house lies directly under 
the mountains-“Last winter the snow was banked up quite to 
the ridge-pole of the house.” 

“Is it possible?” I exclaimed. “Why, what did you all do?” 

“Tunneled though it!” said my friend composedly. “We 
had a tunnel some fifteen feet to the road.” 

“And pray, how long did it last?” said I. 

“Well about six months,” said he. 

“It made the house very warm indeed,” added his wife, 
“almost oppressive. ’’This was one view of a snow-bank that 
had never suggested itself to me. But I must add to what I 
said about the Maine women and girls, one drawback-one is 
impressed with it even in the most mountainous districts-the 
want of an appearance of robust health. The young girls are 
fair, sparkling intellectual-looking, but they are wanting in 
physique. They look like the forest flowers-very fair but as 
if a breath might wither them. The mind seems altogether to 
have got the start of the body. The long winters may have 
something to do with this. For more than half of the year, the 
female sex in this climate arc in-doors, in stove-heated rooms 
generally very partially ventilated, as rooms in cold weather 
always are. Here they read, and study and sew-and go out 
most, only in the pleasant weather-often only in sleighs, witl 
fathers and brothers to drive them, and the sleigh is a vehicle 
that gives no sort of exercise. Can we not see in this fact the 
reason for the predisposition to diseases of the lungs which is 
constantly the terror of every parent in New England, and 
which seals every year hundreds of her fairest for the grave? 
Think of the contrast between the stove -heated room, where 
one is kept almost at the point of perspiration, and the lungs 
constantly inhaling warm air, and the sharp, keen, cutting air 
that is breathed without. There is no remedy for this, but a 
hardier habit of life. A young girl in New England is never 
secure against consumption, but by keeping her physical 
vigor up to the highest point. She should go out regularly 
every day, in all weathers, and familiarize her lungs with the 
outdoor atmosphere. She should fortify her skin with daily 
cold bathing, wear short walking dresses, prefer walking to 
the sleigh, practice skating and outdoor amusements, after the 
example of European ladies in a similar climate-and then the 
long winter will be to her, as it is to the other sex, a 
discipliner and invigorator of the system, and not a constant 
enemy. 


H.B.S. 


(Barn Exhibit, continued from page 1) 
visitors to view Barn Again! during its Maine tour and is 
excited about the interest the exhibit will generate from local 
residents, as well as tourists visiting from out of state. The 
exhibit has broad appeal to audiences interested in history, 
farming, historic preservation, and the cultural landscape of 
rural America. 

The Maine Humanities Council is hosting this tour with 
support from the Maine Department of Agriculture, the 
Maine Historic Preservation Commission, the Maine Office 
of Tourism, Maine Preservation, and the Maine Tourism 
Association. 

Additional information on Barn Again! is available by 
visiting the Maine Humanities web-site at 
www.mainchumanities.org and clicking the Barn Again! 
link. Another source is the Historical Society’s web-site: 
www.bethelhistorical.org 

Among the special events programming relating to the 
exhibit during its Bethel appearance arc the following: 

August 19-Reception for the Opening of the Exhibit 
September 8-Annual Meeting-Lecture, Christi Mitchell, 
Maine Historic Preservation Commission, “History 
of Maine Bams” 

September 17-Barn Tour and Barn Dance 
October 8-Grange Supper and Maine Humorist 
October 13-Lecture, William Bunting, “A Day’s Work” 
October 22-Closing of the Exhibit Reception, Lecture by 
Project Scholar Don Cyr, “Aroostook Bams” 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 
COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE 

The Bethel Historical Society is committed to building 
on its reputation as a premier regional history center that 
will continue to enrich the educational and cultural life of 
its community for generations to come. Members and 
friends have generously contributed to the operations of 
the Society and to the acquisition of the Robinson House. 
In order to ensure the long-term maintenance and further 
development of the Center’s facilities, programs, and 
collections, the Society is seeking new forms of support. 
Y ou, readers of The Courier , are asked to consider making 
a charitable gift to the Society through a bequest in your 
will, the establishment of a trust, or a number of other 
financial arrangements and options that are available. 
These charitable gifts can be structured to support the 
Society’s mission while at the same time assuring the 
security of your family. For more information, please 
contact the Society by calling (207) 824-2908 or (800) 
824-2910 or by writing to P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 
04217-0012 or by emailing: info@bethelhistorical.org 


President’s Column 

This issue contains the annual listing of members in the 
various categories. Membership growth is important to us 
as we count heavily upon our members for volunteer 
services and financial support. The Membership 
Committee works hard to keep the Society’s membership 
growing. Today membership stands at nearly 1300 in 46 
states, several Canadian provinces, the United Kingdom 
and Germany. Several mailings this year to potential 
members have helped swell the rolls. We anticipate 
several more mailings throughout the year. Please 
consider giving gift memberships or inviting others to 
join. There is a membership application on page 1 1 of 
every issue of The Courier. Together we can keep the 
Society growing! 

Arlan R. Jodrey 


Capital Campaign Update 

Over $692,000 has been raised to date from cash, stock, 
gifts, pledges, grants, and challenges from over 400 
donors. Another comprehensive listing of those making 
gifts will be included in a future issue. To learn more 
about this important Society project or to make a capital 
gift in any amount, see our web-site address on page 1 2 or 
call (800) 824-2910 or write us at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, 
ME 04217-0012. 


ANNUAL FUND 

Help keep the Society strong by making a gift to its 
Annual Fund Campaign. Tax deductible contributions help 
support its exhibits, special events, publications, and other 
programming. Gifts in any amount may be made 
throughout the year to the Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, 
ME 04217-0012. 


In Memoriam 

Died, 8 January 2005, Muriel Whitney, Bethel, Life Member 

Died, 1 February 2005, Virginia Hood, Presque Isle, 
Sustaining Member 

Died, 23 February 2005, Wilma Gorman, Bethel, Life 
Member 

Died, 23 February 2005, Edna Curtis, Bethel, Senior Member 

Died, 16 March 2005, Thomas J. Ford, Waldoboro, Life 
Member 

Died, 20 March 2005, Stanley Lord, Bethel, Senior Member 

Died, 6 April 2005, Arthur Gilbert, West Bethel, Senior 
Member 

Died, 24 April 2005, Sue Wight, Newry, Life Member 

Died, 2 May 2005, Fillmore “Bud” Clough, Moncks Comer, 
SC, Life Member 

Died, 10 May 2005, Gwilym Roberts, Farmington, Senior 
Member 
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Bethel Historical Society 
Membership List as of May 2005 

Honorary 

Avery Angevine*. Bethel; Bessie M. Bennett, Bethel; Arlene G. 
Brown*, Bethel; Barbara H. Brown*, Waterford; Elizabeth Mason 
Carter, Bridgton; Rosalind R. Chapman, Bethel; Howard and Virginia 
Cole*. Bethel; Margaret Davis*, Bethel; John S. Greenleaf, Bethel; 
Annie Hastings, Bethel; Florence Hastings*, Bethel; Rudolf and Barbara 
Honkala*, Bethel; Jane Hosterman*, West Bethel: Virginia Hutchins, 
Bethel; Mildred Jackson, Bethel; Mary C. Kcniston, Bethel; Arlene 
Lowell*. Bethel; Blake MacKay*, Bethel; E. Mama McGinness. 
Bethel: Helen Morton*. Newry; Earlon and Mary Paine, Bethel; Persis 
Post, Shelburne, VT; Janet Richardson, Portland; Sarah Stevens.Bethel; 
Margaret Joy Tibbetts. Bethel; Mary E, Valentine, Bethel; Willard and 
Sylvia Wight*. Newry; Edna York, Bethel 
* Also Life Member 

Life 

June Abbott, Bethel: Wilder K. and Alice M. Abbott, Bethel; Michael 
Alexander, Bal Harbour, FL; Angus Andrews, Westlake Village, CA; 
William Andrews, Newry; Ernest and Alberta Angevine, Bethel; Roland 
Annis, Bethel; Laurel Atkinson, (address unknown); Iris W. Baird, 
Lancaster, NH; Allen and Mary Alice Bancroft, Paris; John Ballentine, 
Somersworth, NH; Bradley and Judith Barker, Bethel; Jean Barker, 
Delray Beach, FL; James and Eliza Bames, West Bethel; Alvin and Lee 
Barth, Bethel; Nathaniel T. Bartholomaei, Hilton Head, SC; Dorothy 
Bartlett, Bethel; Keith and Suzanne Bartlett, Bethel; Otis Bartlett, 
Gorham, NH; Robert Bartlett, Smyrna, GA; William Bartlett, Dover- 
Foxcroft; Donald and Karen Bean, Bethel; Kathleen S. Bean, Bryant 
Pond; Penelope Beckmann, Litchfield, CT; Donald and Katherine 
Bennett, Orlando, FL; Randall H. Bennett, Bethel; Lawrence Bennett, 
Westbrook, ME; Joanne Powers Benton, Portland, OR; Francine Lake 
Bergman, Key Colony Beach, FL; Clyde G. Berry, Hartford, VT; 
Francis and Mary Lou Berry, Newry; Ralph Berube, Bethel; Merrill 
Bittner and Nancy Noppa, Bethel; Ruth Blakney, Plainfield, CT; 
Kenneth and Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel; Garret and Melody Bonnema, 
Bethel; Jane Gehring Bouker, Naples, FL; John Bremer, Shelbyville, IN; 
Lenny and Mary Brent, Springfield, MO; Donald and Eleanor Brooks, 
Bethel; Dale S. Brousc, Frazier Park, CA; Leland Brown, Bethel; John 
K. Brown. Bethel; Musa Brown, Bethel; Robert Brown, Hanover; 
Rosemary Bunn, Tallahassee, FL; Edward and Cynthia Bush. Buzzard’s 
Bay, MA; Mary Calderwood, Mesa, A Z; Carolyn Campbell, Bethel; 
Ann Carlson, Friendship: Jane Carlson, Bethel; Prentiss and Frieda 
Camell, West Sand Lake, NY ; Lee and Judith Carroll, Gorham, NH; 
Sara S. Carson, Oxford, ME; Thomas Carter, Bethel; Irving Carver, 
White Bear Lake, MN: Edward A. Cellupica, Bethel; Robert and Nancy 
Chadboumc, Bethel; Theodore and Earline Chadbourne, Cumberland 
Center; Stephen and Lynda Chandler, Brunswick; Amy Chapman, 
Greenwood; Dr. Alan and Marcia Chastanet, East Andover; Dr. Donald 
M. Christie, Jr., Gray, ME; Dorothy Christie, Gray; Norman and Sylvia 
Clanton, Bethel; Edith Clemens, Mansfield, OH; Shirley Clough, 
Moncks Comer, SC; William and Marta Clough, New London, NH; 
Mary Clyne, Mohawk, NY; Carolyn M. Colby, Bethel, ME; Ray and 
Joan Cole, Bethel, ME; Eleanor Conary, Norwich, CT; Robert Congdon, 
Islesboro; Gayle Connor, Chelmsford, MA; Earl Coolidge, Bethel; 
Francis and Emilie Coolidge, Boxboro, MA; Albert Costa, Waban, MA; 
William and Margaret Cousins, Bethel; Cynthia Cox, Perth, Scotland, 
UK: Robert and Sue Crane, Norway; Allen and Jacqueline Cressey, 
Bethel; Rupert and Eva Conroy, Auburn; Jarrod S. Crockett, 
Greenwood, ME; Madeleine Dantpier, Gainsville, FL; Robert and 
Pauline Davis, Bethel; Helene Decker, Oxford;Burton deFrees, 
Rumford, ME; Joan Detter, Santa Fc, NM; Irmgard Dering, Bethel; 
Stephen V. Dock and Carolyn A. Wilson, Greensville, NC; Patricia C. 
Dooen, Bethel; Barbara Douglass, Bethel; Richard and Grace Douglass, 
Bethel; Elaine and Harry H. Dresser, Bethel; Kate Nickerson Dumais, 
Auburn; Richard and Nancy Duplisca, Auburn; Aline Dupont, Portland; 
Hugh and Mariann Durgin, Waterford; Frances Lane Dunn, 
Damariscotta; Katheryn M. Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Mary W. Eichel, 
Bethel; Lawrence and Marlene Engdahl, Bethel; Mary and David 
Everett, Norway, ME; Barbara Jean Grover Farinsky, Rolling Hills, CA; 
Donald and Ruth Feeney, Bethel; Senator Norman and Barbara 
Ferguson, Hanover; Jayne Fife, Salt Lake City, UT; Victoria Fimiani, 
Hanover; Lincoln and Sue Fiskc, Bethel; Wendy Ford, Waldoboro; 
Betsy Foster, Greenwood, ME; John and Julia Fox, West Newton, MA; 


Doris Fraser, Bethel; Richard Fraser, Poland; Robert Fredrickson, 
Ballwin, MO; Barbara Freeman, Bethel; David Freiday, Bethel; George 
and Virginia Gamble, Bethel; Peter and Mary-Ellen Gartner, Bryant 
Pond; Marian Penley Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; Justin Gilbert, Davenport, 
FL; Gordon and Mary Gillies, Hebron; Wayne C. Gilman, Cromwell, 
CT; David Grover Glascock, Winter Park, FL; Dr. John and Dorothy 
Glascock, Cedar Falls, 1A; Philippa Glines, Berlin, NH; Joan S. 
Goodhew, Atlanta, GA; Alice Grady, Acton, MA; Lillian Grant, 
Gorham; Donald and Sylvia Gray. Newry; Wcnde Gray, Bethel; Robert 
Greenleaf, N. Scituatc, Rl: Jerry and Jeri Greenwell, Bethel; Richard and 
Mona Grover, Mason Township; George and Charlene Haines, Bethel; 
Juanita Haines, West Bethel. ME; Peter T. Haines, Bethel; Mary Lee 
Harris, Naples, FL; Dr. John and Cathy Hart, Bangor: Beryl Haskell, 
New Gloucester; Colwyn and Judith Haskell, Bethel; Walter and 
Carolyn Hatch, Bethel; Annie Hastings, Bethel; Richard O. Hathaway, 
Montpelier, VT; Bruce W. Hazelton, Cumberland Center; John and 
Fumiko Head, Bethel; Joshua Head, Bethel; Charles H. Heino, Belgrade; 
Reona B. Heino, Boothbay Harbor; Sharon Hciss, Fremont, CA; 
William and Susan Herlihy, Newry; Linda Hertell, Auburn; Pamela 
Heydon, Wilton, CT; Mary H. Hillier, Georges Mills, NH: Richard and 
Lorrie Hoeh, Albany Township; Richard Holland, York; Allan Howe, 
Bethel; Clarence and Joan Howe, Bethel; Diane S. Howe, Bethel; 
George A. Howe, Acton, MA; Jeffrey G. and Susan L. Howe, New 
Plymouth, ID; John G. and Sandra Howe, Gettysburg, PA; John W. 
Howe, Ottawa, Ontario; Stanley R. Howe, Bethel; Sue Howe, Pinion, 
AZ; Dr. James and Patricia Hudson, Newcastle; James and Jean 
Hutchins, Bethel; Judy Lanore Pitts Hutchins, Gordon, NE; Dr. Robert 
and Alidah lies, Andover; Marion Grover Ircy, Weston, FL; Betty 
Jackson, Chapel Hill, NC; Clifton and Grace Jackson, Wallingford, CT; 
Gloria B. Jackson, Chaseburg, WI; John E. Jacobsen, Jr., New City, NY; 
Arlan and Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel; Donald O. Johnston, Las Vegas, NV; 
Robert and Helen Jones, Wales; Alice Keddy, Gorham; Robert and 
Virginia Keniston, Bethel; Cheryl Kelso, Wayland, MA; Rebecca 
Kendall, Bethel; Alden and Mabel Kcnnett, Bethel; Edward Kennett, 
Bethel; Susan Kettinger, Salem, NH; William H. Kicffer III, Bethel; Roy 
and Christina Kilgore, Nipomo, CA; Lois Kilroy, Auburn, ME; Gordon 
Kimball, Gray; John and Joan Kimball, Bethel; John and Margaret King, 
Lakeland, FL; Marilyn Parker King, S. Portland, ME; Dr. John and Ann 
Knowles, Yarmouth; James D. Konkcl, Cape Elizabeth; Helen Kraul, 
Portland; William B. and Ellen Conant Krohn, Brewer, ME; Mary 
Twitchell Kushner, Roseland, NJ: Harry Kuzyk, Bethel. ME; Jean Post 
Lamphear, Shelburne, VT; Barbara Lapham, Hanover; Kay Larson, 
Palmer, AK; Douglas and Claire Lary, Willimantic, CT; Daisy LeClair, 
Green Valley, AZ; Mary Little, Presque Isle, ME; Stephen and Ellen 
Little, Dover, MA; Stephen Chapman Lockwood, McLean, VA; Claire 
T. Loranz, Medway, MA; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Frank and Beatrice 
Lowell, Newry; Frank Lowell, Jr., Newry; Robert J. Lowell, Bethel; 
Hugh Lynch, Newry; Elmer and Nancy Lyons, Hanover; Rachel 
MacKay, Bethel; Edward MacGibbon, Palatka, FL; Theodore 
MacGibbon, Palatka, FL; Dr. John and Tracy Mason, Bethel; Donald L. 
McAllister, Portland; Mary McFadden and Lawrence T. P. Stifler, 
Brookline, MA; H. Paul McGuire, Farmington, ME; David and Grace 
McKivergan, Rumford; John and Merrilee McMillin, Gardiner; Barbara 
Mahler, Bethel; Harold P. Mahon/Sylvia Vandersluis, Lancaster, MA; 
Dr. Rex and Martha Martin, Harrison; Lynn Mason-Courtney, Bethel; 
Nancy H. Mercer, Bethel; Sharon Merrill [address unknown];Virginia 
Merrill, Solon; Henry Messier, Bethel; Charles and Mary Millard, 
Bristol, RI; Steve Milligan, Rumford; Burton Mills, Stateline, NV; Dr. 
Jeffrey Mills, Orono; Timothy Mills, South Paris; Frederick and 
Penelope Milton, West Boyston, MA; Thomas H. Mitchell, Ph.D., 
Culver City, CA; Marilyn Mollicone, Augusta; Nina Molliconc, Bethel; 
James and Josephine Monahan, Bethel; Patricia Moon, Denver, CO; 
Joann Mooney, London, UK; Robert M. and Joan S. Moorchcad, Paris, 
ME: Blaine D. Moores, Acton, ME; Nancy Morris, Auburn, ME; 
Winifred Mott, Paris; Martha Murphy, South Portland; Vicky B. Myers, 
Bryant Pond; Norman R. and Jean Ness, Auburn; Catherine S.C. Newell, 
Greenwood; George and Danna Nickerson, Bethel; John and Lucy 
Nordahl, Bethel; Nicholas Noyes, Mechanic Falls; Carolyn J. Nygren, 
St. Petersburg, FL; Robert and Carolyn O’Brien, Bethel; Dr. William 
and Jane O’Brien, Charlottesville, VA; Michael J. O’Donnell, Bethel; 
W. Scott Oldakowski, Zephyr Cove.NV; Alan B. Ordway, Bridgton; Ted 
J. Orino, Barefoot Bay, FL; James B. Owen, East Stoneham; Jean K. 
Owen, Bethel; Peggy Paine, Monson, MA; Robert Parcnte, Falmouth, 
ME; Joan H. Pariseau, Turner; Dr. John and Jane Payne, Baltimore, MD; 
Richard and Wendy Penley, Bethel; Crawford and Therese Perry, 
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Bethel; Hon. Roberta Pevear, Exeter, NH; Riehard and Jeanette Pingrey, 
Selah, WA; Robert and Marilyn Ponchak, Eliot; Shirley Powell, 
Rockport; Betty B. Prescott, Bangor; Eleanor Pugliese, Bethel; Sally 
Pusey, Winchester, VA; Kenneth and Sarah Ramage, Bethel; Richard D. 
Rasor, Bethel; Elinor Ritchings, Petersburg, VA; Phyllis Roberts, 
Newcastle; Edwin B. Robertson, Westbrook, ME; Roger E. Robertson, 
Northridge, CA; Mary Grover Rossetti, Dover, MA; Peter and June 
Rowan, Plymouth, NH; Doris Sandell, Raymond; Clint Schaum, Atlanta, 
GA; Mary Schexnayder, New Iberia, LA; Dorothy G. Schmidt. 
Readfield; Robert and Katherine Schneider, Dedham, MA; Suzanne and 
John Schneider, Lynnfield, MA; Eric and Lucia Schwarz, Bethel; 
Raymond and Louise Seames, Greenwood; Stephen T. Seames, 
Worcester, MA; Charles and Edith Seashore, Columbia, MD; Sylvia S. 
Sebelist, Norcross, GA; Irene Mae Sessions, West Paris; Stephen L. 
Sessions, Norway; Roxanne Twitchell Sly, Gilford, CT; Arthur and 
Betty Smith, Newburyport, MA; Dr. Charles and Mary Anne Smith, 
York Beach; Lawrence C. Smith, St. Pete Beach, FL; Leslie and 
Elizabeth Smith, Phippsburg; Senator Olympia J. Snowe, Washington, 
DC; Robert and Janet Spidcll, San Clemente, CA; Helen Ross Staley, 
Easton, MD; Elisabeth Stedman, Ottawa, Ontario; Doris Stevens, 
Bangor; Dorothy P. Stevens, East Greenwich, Rl; Joanne P. Stewart, 
Portland; Nancy C. Stickney, North Salem, NH; Robert D. Stoddard, 
Merrimack, NH; Dexter and Janet Stowell, Bethel; Jonathan and 
Rowena Stowell, Shirley, MA; Michael S. Stowell, Flagler Beach, FL; 
Peter R. Stowell, West Gardiner, ME; Persis Suddeth, Bowie ,MD; Jane 
Chapin Sullivan, Portland ; James and Marilyn Swan, Bethel; Douglas 
M. Swett, Center Conway, NH; Albert H. Taylor, Cumberland Center; 
Verna Thayer, Mason Township; Dr. Taylor Thompson and Valerie 
Uber, Boston, MA; David and Cheri Thurston, Bethel; Murray and 
Constance Thurston, Bethel; Hope Tibbetts, Bethel, ME; Warren 
Tibbetts, Pinion, AZ; Don and Peggy Tobin, Bandera, TX; Peter 
Tommila, Hawaiian Gardens, CA; Edward and Roberta Tremblay, 
Hendersonville, NC; Dr. John and Margaret Trinward, Waterford; Edith 
M. Tucker, Randolph, NH; Myrtle P. Tucker, Franklin, MA; Sarah 
Tucker, Bethel ; Richard and Doris Valentine, Bethel; Jacqueline Van 
Leuven, Bethel; Carol J. Vcrrill, Acton, MA; Frank and Janet Vogt, 
Bethel; Jean S. Waite, Bethel, ME; Dean and Priscella Walker, Bethel; 
Bill and Laura Ward, Bethel; Nancy Coe Wells, Montclair, NJ; Erland 
and Margaret Wentzell, Windham; William N. Weston, Rumford 
Center; Les Whall, Salt Lake City, UT; William and Nancy White, 
Bethel; Elizabeth Whiteman, Philadelphia, PA; Richard and Ellen 
Whitney, Bethel; Nancy Whittier, Falmouth; F. Owen Wight, Newry; 
Rosalie Wight, Rumford; Stephen and Margaret Wight, Newry; Priscilla 
C. Wiley, Woodbury, CT; Nancy Willard, Bryant Pond; Ronald Willard, 
Springfield, VA; Waldo Williams, Milan, NH; Dennis and Rita Wilson, 
Bethel; Eleanor Wilson, Bryant Pond, ME; Gloria Wilson, Bethel; 
Michael and Gail Witter, Bethel; Joy Yamell, Upton; Barry and Marie 
York, Burnt Hills, NY; Carole A. York, Stratham, NH; Jane B. Young, 
Bethel 

Individual Preference 

Mitchell F. Barker, Albuquerque, NM; Roberta D. Bordanaro, Granby, 
CT; Mary and Allan Crane, Bethel; Freda Davis, Bethel; John and 
Elaine Jones, Portland; J. Richard and Nesta Littlefield, Bethel; Ellen 
Mugar, Cape Elizabeth, ME; Helen C. Pike, Eatontown, NJ; Olive E. 
Risko, Bryant Pond; Jane Ryerson, Bethel; Raymond E. and Ruth 
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Western Maine Saints: 

Mormon Missionaries in the 1830s 

By Mary E. Valentine 

Editor's Comments: The area covered by this article and 
subsequent ones includes the present-day Maine towns of 
Andover, Bethel, Hanover, Newry, and Upton. Before being 
incorporated as a town in 1 796, Bethel was known as Sudbury 
Canada because land grants established along the 
Androscoggin intervales were given to descendants of soldiers 
from Sudbury, MA, who served in the invasion of Canada in 
1690. The southern portion of present-day Newty on the 
Sunday and Bear rivers was chartered as a town in 1805: the 
northern part of Bear River from the Branch to the Grafton 
line, was part of Andover West Surplus, an unorganized 
territory until 1836 when the settlers petitioned the Maine 
Legislature to allow them to join the town of Newry. This 
upper part of the Bear River settlement was also called by 
some "Head O’ Tide” (also known as "Head of the Tide"); 
hence the name of the first school in the area, and the 
cemetery assigned to North Newry. The town of Hanover was 
created in 1 843, by taking part of Bethel north of Newry 
Corner and adding it to Howard’s Gore. As W. B. Lapham 
explains in his History of Bethel, a "gore” in this part of 
Maine is a piece of land left over when the town lines around 
it are run out. Andover was named for Andover, MA when 
some settlers came to Maine looking for a place to expand 
from the Massachusetts town. Col. John York of Bethel 
suggested they follow the Androscoggin River north from 
Bethel, past Sunday River and Bear River; the next river, the 
Ellis, he suggested, would be a good place for settlers from 
Andover, MA. North of Bethel and Newry were some tracts 
with letter names. Letter A, B, C, etc. Letter B was the area 
east of Lake Umbagog; it began as Letter B Township, then 
Letter B Plantation, then in I860, it was incorporated as the 
town of Upton. Among the sources consulted by the author for 
this article are memories recorded by Peter Smith Bean on 
Upton in the 1830s which appeared in the Oxford County 
Advertiser, 19 March 1893, Rev. Nathaniel Purinton 's tetter 
to editor of The Christian Mirror, 19 December 1833, the 
published diaries of Patty Bartlett Sessions and Perrigrine 
Sessions, the journals of William E. McLellen, the 
autobiography of Lucy Meserve Smith, the genealogy of Aaron 
Merean York, and John Henry Evans ’ biography of Joseph 
Smith. 

In June 1 832, two years after Joseph Smith published the 
Book of Mormon, there came a young man to the home of 
Daniel Bean, Jr. in Letter B, an unorganized territory in the 
western mountains of Maine, just east of Lake Umbagog. He 
introduced himself as Horace Cowan, and said another man 
would be coming from Colebrook, NH, the next day to join 
him. Cowan was looking for a place where the two men could 
get room and board for a few days, and he also wanted a place 
where he and his companion could preach the Mormon 
doctrine. Both Daniel Bean, Sr., and his son and namesake 
had, since coming to Letter B in the 1820s, welcomed 
clergymen representing various dcnominations-Baptist, 
Congregational, Methodist, Unitarian-and offered them a 
meeting room where they could preach. In that remote 
pioneer settlement, visitors “from away” were usually 
welcomed for the news they brought from the “civilized” 
world, and for many the preaching provided a change from the 



daily round of farm work and homcmaking chores. So Daniel 
Bean, Jr., welcomed Horace Cowan and offered him the use 
of a space that had been used in the past for preaching and 
other meetings. The next day Hazen Aldrich arrived and the 
two Latter-Day Saints began telling their story to anyone who 
had the time or interest to listen. One of Daniel Bean’s sons 
later reported that the preaching of Hazen Aldrich and Horace 
Cowan was so well received that the Mormons soon organized 
a church of a large number of members, entirely breaking up 
the Free Will Baptists and the Congrcgationlists. As Peter 
Smith Bean recalled, “They took whole families. ...Half the 
settlers left and were believers in the Mormon doctrine.” 

At Thanksgiving, the following November, there was a 
family reunion of the Beans in Letter B; many of Daniel 
Bean’ s sons and daughters came to Letter B with their spouses 
and children for the holidays. When they left, Daniel Bean 
and Margaret Shaw Bean went home with their daughter, 
Dolly Bean Grover, to spend the winter in West Bethel; the 
next spring, 16 March 1833, Daniel Bean, Sr., died at his 
daughter’s home in West Bethel. About a week later, Horace 
Cowan returned to Letter B and Daniel Bean was baptized 23 
March 1833, into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints (Mormons). He became active as an Elder, missinary 
and leader of the LDS branch in the western Maine mountains. 

Some former parishioners of a Rev. Nathaniel Purinton of 
Bowdoin, Maine, wrote to him about the visits of the Mormon 
missionaries to Letter B, and Nathaniel Purinton decided to 
visit the area in the fall of 1833, to see for himself what was 
happening in the religious life of the community there. In 
December, he wrote a letter to the Christian Mirror, a weekly 
published in Portland by the Congregational Church, telling of 
his visit to Letter B. He had attended a church service led by 
Daniel Bean, heard him preaching “in tongues,” and talked 
with him after the service, when Daniel Bean had told him that 
he expected to travel to Missouri, where Christ would soon 
make his second appearance. 

Daniel Bean seems to have remained active as a leader of 
the local LDS branch for the next three years. In the spring of 
1834, Daniel Bean and John F. Boynton (one of the first 
quorum of the Twelve Apostles) visited the home of John and 
Hannah Knight Libby Carter in Newry. Eliza Ann, one of 
Hannah’s daughters later wrote of this visit, “...my mother lay 
very sick. The doctors had given her up. The Elders told her 
they were preaching a new doctrine and that she could be 
healed if she could have faith.” They laid hands on her and 
prayed that she would be made whole; she arose and dressed 
and walked about half a mile to Bear River, where she was 
baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
This healing led to six of the Carter’s nine children joining the 
LDS Church. Most of them were baptized in June 1834. 
Hannah’s daughter also named Hannah, who had married 
Aaron Merean Y ork, was baptized with her husband by Daniel 
Bean. 

On 2 July 1834, Daniel Bean baptized Patty Bartlett 
Sessions, the first of her family to join the LDS. She had 
heard the preaching of Horace Cowan when he traveled south 
from Letter B to Andover West Surplus (now North Newry) 
in 1 833 and had believed, but waited until her husband agreed 
to her being baptized the next summer. 

In August 1 835, Daniel Bean traveled for a period of time 
with the LDS missionary William McLellin, who had been 
appointed at one time to the quorum of Twelve Apostles. 
Elders Bean and McLellin blessed children in Errol, NH; 
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McLellin accompanied Daniel Bean back to Letter B, where 
McLellin preached and broke bread with the Letter B Saints. 
Bean and McLellin traveled together to Rumford Point, where 
they heard Elder David Patten preach; then back to Andover 
West Surplus, where McLellin visited the home of David and 
Patty Bartlett Sessions, and preached. The next week Daniel 
Bean received word that William McLellin was expected to 
attend the conference in Farmington, ME the next weekend; 
Daniel escorted him to Farmington from whence he traveled 
back to the West. The next summer ( 1 836) at a conference in 
Maine, Daniel Bean was appointed clerk and represented the 
LDS branches of Errol, NH and Newry, ME. 

Who was this Daniel Bean, who served as an Elder and 
missionary for the LDS Church from his baptism in the spring 
of 1 833 through the summer of 1 836, then disappears from the 
local scene? 

Lucy Mescrve Smith, a cousin of Daniel’s wife and 
daughter of Lucy Bean Smith, a cousin of Daniel, identifies 
him as Daniel Bean, Jr., son of Daniel Bean and Margaret 
Shaw Bean, and grandson of the Jonathan Bean who came to 
Sudbury Canada (later Bethel) from Standish in 1781 with 
three sons and settled beside the Androscoggin River in the 
Middle Intervale section of Bethel. Daniel, Jr., was bom in 
1796 in Bethel and married in 1821 Betsey Smith, daughter of 
Ithiel and Lucy Littlchale Smith of Newry. After his marriage, 
he worked for a time as a cabinetmaker in East Bethel. His 
father Daniel Bean, Sr., at an age when most men would be 
thinking of retiring to a more leisurely life, sold his Bethel 
farm and moved to the unorganized territory of Letter B. His 
grandson later wrote that he was attracted to this wilderness 
area by the tall pines waiting to be cut, the abundance of fish 
in Lake Umbagog, and by the multitude of ducks and fur- 
bearing animals that could provide food for a family. After 
Daniel Bean, Jr.’s third child was bom, Daniel and Betsey and 
the children traveled to Letter B to visit Daniel’s parents, liked 
what they saw there and moved to Letter B, probably between 
1826 and 1829. 

Perhaps it was the hard frost in Letter B, early in August 
1836, that finally persuaded Daniel Bean to leave Letter B. 
By the 1 840 census, the Bean family had left the area. It is 
difficult to know precisely when they left or what route they 
followed, but in 1844 their daughter was married in Cold 
Springs, Wisconsin, and their oldest son married in the same 
location in 1849. According to the Bean genealogy, the 
remaining members of the family were living in Iowa in 1850. 
Betsey Smith Bean died in October 1 868 in Iowa. Daniel Bean 
went back to Wisconsin, where he married in Little Falls 
Elizabeth Johnson in 1 879. He died in Cataract, Wisconsin, in 
1882. 

Why Wisconsin? Perhaps he had heard from Mormon 
friends on the frontier that when the Mormons were driven 
from Missouri, it was suggested that they settle in Wisconsin, 
which had just been made a new Territory in 1836. 

In addition to the LDS missionaries previously mentioned 
who had contact with Bethel’s Daniel Bean, Brigham Young 
and Lyman Johnson, in August 1 835, held a conference at the 
Sessions family home in Andover West Surplus, and crossed 
the Androscoggin to preach in the Middle Intervale Church in 
Bethel, which was without a settled pastor at the time. 
Brigham Young returned in 1 836 and a number of Bethel and 
Newry families heeded his urging to sell their farms in Maine 
and travel to Ohio or Missouri to establish a home for the 
Saints where they could live together according to their 


religious beliefs without fear of persecution. In future articles 
in this scries, there will be stories of some of these families, 
their lives before leaving Maine, the hardships they endured 
crossing the plains, and their contributions to the settlement of 
Utah. (to be continued in the next issue) 


Diary of William S. Hastings 

(continued from the last issue) 


1 94 1 — October 30, 3 hr. for Chapman & 

Lowe. 1 hr. for Lowe. 2 hrs. on Wiley Pasture. 

October 31, Clear, cool. Butchered veal. P.M. 3 Vi hrs. on 
Wiley Pasture & finished. Gene Vi day. Evening served as 
Asst. Patron at Guest Officers’ night at Jefferson Chapter. 
November 1 , Rain. Mapping in a.m. P.M. went to Bethel, saw 
Selectmen, etc. November 2, Clear a.m. Rain p.m. Hauled dirt 
& graded around waterbox. P.M. went to Greenwood. 
November 3, Finished laying steel on Bean barn. November 
4, Clear & warm. 4 hrs. counting stumps & estimating for 
Mrs. Machia in Albany L2R1. 2 hrs. on first range line LI 2-1 3 
Bethel for Chadbourne. Ruth is on Grand Jury. November 5, 
Clear & warm. Ground oats & worked on cement wall of bam 
yard. Back went out a little. November 6, Clouding & rain in 
p.m. 3 hrs. on Les Davis’ East line L19R6. 1 Vi hr. research. 
November 7, Rain. So. Paris. 4 hrs. research for L. Davis. 
Treatment & cold shot. Ruth finished Grand Jury. November 
8, Clear & warm. Phil Chadbourne has 2 more jobs. Map of 
his mill yards, etc. & one in Waterford. 4 hrs. for Les Davis in 
LI 8 & L19R5, Bethel. Rain at night. November 9, Clear & 
warm. Patched gutter on Dad’s shed; helped on his camp 
porch floor. In p.m. we went to Camp & up river 3 miles. Car 
carburetor is sticking open. November 10, Clouding. 
Director’s Meeting at Paris. November 1 1, Cloudy. 5 hrs. for 
Frank Hunt in Village. 3 hrs. for P.H.C. on map job. 
November 12, Cloudy, cold. 6 hrs. on I s ' range line, L12 & 13, 
Bethel. P.H.C. , 3 hrs. Les Davis, 3 hrs. Parent’s night at 
Gould. November 13, Clear & warm.7 hrs. on Town Farm 
lines. Masonic Annual. I’m Junior Warden. November 14, 
Cloudy, warm. 7 hrs. on Town farm. November 15, Cloudy, 
cold. Mr. Hammond of West Sumner called on line trouble. 5 
hrs. for P.H.C. (map job). November 16, Cloudy, cold. A.M. 
round home. P.M. Greenwood. November 17, Clear, cold. 
Ernest Bisbee & I searched the Oxford Registry for Town 
Farm deeds, etc. 4 hrs. November 18, Clouding. So. Paris as 
witness in Winslow case. 2 hr. research for P.H.C., 1 hr. for 
Davis, 1 hrs. for F. L. Edwards. November 19, Clear, warm. 
8 hr. on Town Farm N.& W. lines. November 20, Clear & 
warmer. Grover’s folks & our family went to camp for 
Thanksgiving dinner. Built front of porch. Nice trip. 
November 21, Clear & cool. 7 hrs. on P.H.C. Map job. 3 hrs. 
for drafting. November 22, Clear & cold. 5 hrs. on P.H.C. 
Map job. Bill helped me. November 23, Snow. Went to 
Rumford Comer on Thurston line. Greenwood in p.m. 
November 24, Clear, cold, and windy. Started Newry-Riley 
town ine, 8 hrs. From Grafton line to middle of 5 lh range to 
Riley. November 25, Clear & cool. Ran to comer of 8 & 9 in 
Riley. 8 hrs. November 26, Clear & warm. Reached top of 
of Black Mnt. On “Riflesight,” 2084 rods from Newry line. 
5miles walk out at night to Williamson Place. 

(To be continued in the next issue) 
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Photo Gallery 


Hungarian student visitors and their Gould Academy hosts pause in 
front of the Society 's 0 'Neil Robinson House (1821) following their 
tour in April 2005. 


Society member Ben B. Conant, left. Curator of the Paris Cape 
Historical Society and the Secretary-Treasurer of the Oxford 
County League of Historical Societies, obtains a book autographed 
by Jeremiah Gotilka, who edited a collection of General 
Chamberlain ’s post Civil War letters. 


Jeremiah E. Goulka presents a lecture on General Joshua Lawrence 
Chamberlain at a gathering following the Oxford County League 
spring meeting where Oxford County Bicentennial Coordinator 
Larry Glatz discussed the celebration that will culminate in a day 
long series of activities including lectures, parade, muster, craft 
demonstrations and much more on June 1 1 at Paris Hill. Mr. 
Goulka, an attorney in Washington, DC, and an independent 
scholar, has edited a collection of Genera! Chamberlain ’s letters 
after the Civil War that was published by the University of North 
Carolina Press in 2004. 


Jim Rose, portraying an 18 lh century citizen of Massachusetts, 
addresses those attending the April 18 “Antiquarian Supper". 
Danna Nickerson Photo 


Several of those attending the Society's course “History of Maine 
Farming ” at the O "Neil Robinson House pause to consider the use 
of a farm tool brought in by a member of the class. 


* - 
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Society Curator of Collections Randall Bennett speaks at the 
“Antiquarian Supper" held on Patriot's Day, April 18. Bennett 
shared details of the three events in the 1850s when Dr. Nathaniel 
Tuckerman True of the Bethel Farmer's Club provided the 
leadership for a gathering of people to recall the past, bring 
historical artifacts for viewing, and enjoy a bountiful meal (the 
menu was based on what was reported in a contemporary 
newspaper, The Oxford Democrat/ The evening ended with a 
patriotic recitation by Jim Rose, dressed as a citizen of 
Massachusetts might have looked in the 18 ,k century. 



Grave marker of Society benefactor Barbara Willey and her parents 
in Hillcrest Cemetery, Milan, NH. Ms. Willey, who died in 2001, left 
the Society $ 1 17,500 to provide an endowment for the care and 
maintenance of the Austin Twitchell Collection and the Dr. Moses 
Mason House. The final transfer of these funds from her trust to the 
Society was completed in 2004. 



Member Profile 

Dorothy Googins 

Dorothy Googins was bom in Cumberland, Maine, the 
daughter of Hollis and Virginia Thurlow. She attended 
Falmouth schools and graduated from Falmouth High School. 
In 1953, she married Charles Googins of Falmouth, a 
machinist, later becoming the parents of eight children. They 
moved to Cumberland on a farm where their children were 
active in the 4-H. During these years, her husband was 
employed by Southworth Machine and Rich Tool and Die. 
After over forty-nine years in Cumberland, they decided to 
move to Albany and celebrated their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary in their recently purchased home there. Mrs. 
Googin is a member of the Falmouth and Cumberland 
historical societies and a founding member of the Maine 
Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum, where she still volunteers. 
Her hobbies include spinning, weaving, making cheese, 
reading and cooking. She and her husband have twenty-one 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 

At the Society, she has been one of the faithful members 
who have volunteered regularly for several years in helping 
with the museum shop. 

New Life Members 

Wilder K. and Alice M. Abbott, Bethel 
Michael Alexander, Bal Harbour, FL 
Ralph Berube, Bethel 
Edward A. Cellupica, Bethel 
Earl Coolidge, Bethel 
Harry and Elaine Dresser, Bethel 
David and Mary Everett, Norway 
Betsey Foster, Greenwood 
David Freiday, Bethel 
Juanita Haines, West Bethel 
George and Charlene Haines, Bethel 
Charles and Mary Millard, Bristol, RI 
Robert and Joan Moorehead, Paris 
Peter R. Stowell, West Gardiner 
Michael and Gail Witter, Bethel 
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Book Note 

First Auto Trip Up Ml. Washington: Centennial 1899- 
1999 Commemorative Program, August 8, 1999 

(Kingficld, ME: Stanley Museum, 1999), Pp. 36. Paper. 
$3.95 

This 36 page booklet contains a wealth of information 
on the 1899 ascent up Mt. Washington via Stanley 
Steamer by its inventor Freelan Oscar Stanley of Newton, 
MA. His was the first “horseless carriage” to make it to 
the top of New England’s highest mountain. Facsimiles of 
articles in Among the Clouds and Stanley Steam Car, plus 
other commemorative materials are included, providing a 
context for the 1999 centennial event. Flora (Mrs. F. O.) 
Stanley’s account of the first ascent also appears here as 
well. For those desiring a record of the Centennial 
celebration, there are lists of all the Steamers, their owners 
and pertinent data on each vehicle that made the climb in 
1 999. In fact, this booklet served as an admission ticket to 
the event and includes a list of sponsors on the back cover. 
Anyone interested in antique automobiles and/or White 
Mountain history will find this a valuable resource that 
has been remaindered from its original $10 list price and 
is currently available while the supply lasts. 

SRH 

For ordering information, please see page 12. 


Editor’s Corner 

This issue contains news of the Smithsonian Institution 
exhibit “Barn Again! Celebrating an American Icon” 
coming the Bethel, one of only three locations in Maine 
where the exhibit can be viewed thanks to the support of 
several sponsors and the Maine Humanities Council. We 
are planning programming to accompany this exhibit in 
order to highlight the importance of bams and farming 
from the earliest days of Maine’s history. These events 
can be found elsewhere in this issue. I hope readers who 
can will come and enjoy this outstanding exhibit 
experience and participate in a least some of the 
accompanying programming. SRH 


Society Launches E-News 

The Society now e-mails program and event 
announcements, plus regular Society news, to members and 
friends. If you wish to be added to that list of recipients, 
please contact us by writing P.O. Box 12, Bethel, Maine 
042 1 7, by calling (207) 824-2908 or (800) 824-29 1 0 or by e- 
mailing info@bethelhistorical.org. 


SOCIETY OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

Arlan Jodrey, President; Allen Cressy, Vice President; 
Susan Hcrlihy, Secretary and Clerk of the Trustees; Walter 
Hatch, Treasurer; Trustees: June Abbott, Alvin Barth, 
Dorothy Bartlett, John Head, and Barbara Lapham. 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY Membership Application 

Membership in the Society entitles you to: 


• Free admission to the period house museum. 

• A 1 0% discount on purchases of $ 1 0 or more from 

the Society’s Museum Shop 

• Special Research Library privileges, including reduced 

photocopying fees 

Note: New memberships activated after July 


• Subscription to the Society’s quarterly, The Courier 

• Preferred rate for exhibit hall/meeting room rental 

• Voting rights in the Society 

• Reduced course fees 

• Special invitations to Society events 

1_ include that calendar year, plus the following year. 


Student (under 1 8 years) - S3 

Senior (over 55 years) - $5 

Sustaining (individual) - S10 

Contributing - $20 

Patron - $30 

Benefactor - $40 

Name(s) 

Address 

Street 


Life over 55 years (individual) - $100 
Life over 55 years (couple) - $ 1 50 
Life 55 and under (individual) - $200 
Life 55 and under (couple) - $250 
Individual preference (any amount over $10) 
Corporate/Business - $50 


P.O. Box 


Phone 


Town/City 

( ) 


State/Province Zip/Postal Code 

e-mail 
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Published quarterly by the Bethel Historical Society, Stanley R. 
Howe, Editor. Please address all comments and inquiries to 
Editor, Bethel Historical Society Publications, P.O. Box 12, 
Bethel, Maine 04217. Telephone (207) 824-2908 or 

1-800-824-2910. FAX (207) 824-0882 

E-Mail: info@bethelhistorical.org 1SSN0749-9208 


From The Museum Shop* 



The Mount Zircon Moon Tide Spring 

An Illustrated History 

by Randall H. Bennett 

Published in 1997 in a limited edition of only 500 copies, 
this book presents the story of one of America's oldest 
commercial springs, near Rumford, Maine, made famous 
by its unusual tidal behavior. Includes many rare 
photographs, maps, and advertisements, as well as 
numerous drawings by the Weld artist Seavems W. Hilton. 
1 13 pages, paper. $19.95 

To order : Send check or money order to the Bethel Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012. Members may 
deduct 10% from prices given on orders of $10 or more. 
Shipments to Maine addresses should include 5% sales tax. 
Shipping fees: under $10 = $2.00; $10 to $19.99 = $3.00; $20 
and over = $4.00 

*For a list of additional items available front the Museum 
Shop, please visit our web site at vvww.bethelhistorical.org 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Bethel, Maine 


The Bethel Historical Society 

P.O. Box 12 

Bethel, ME 04217-0012 

Address Service Requested 




REGIONAL HISTORY CENTER 


+■ PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE COURIER COMING TO 
YOU BY TELLING US WHEN YOU MOVE OR CHANGE 
YOUR ADDRESS! 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: 
www.bethelhistorical.org 


CORPORATE/BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Alpine Meadow Haus ~ Austin Associates P.A. ~ The 
Bethel Citizen ~ The Bethel Inn & Country Club ~ Bethel 
Spa Motel ~ Brooks Bros., Inc. ~ Cafe DiCocoa /Market 
& Bakery ~ The Chapman Inn ~ Cho Sun ~ R. A. 
Douglass, Inc. ~ Funky Red Bam ~ Gideon Hastings 
House ~ Good Food Store ~ Goodwin's Inc. ~ Holistic 
Health Consultants ~ The Inn at the Rostay ~ J. T. Keith 
Construction ~ L'Auberge Bistro & Country Inn ~ 
Mahoosuc Realty, Inc. ~ Main-Land Development 
Consultants ~ The Maine Press ~ Mt. Mann ~ Norway 
Savings Bank - Pat's Pizza - Pleasant River Motel - Pooh 
Comer Farm - R. D. & Irma Holt Memorial Sculpture 
Garden and Nature Center ~ River View Resort - S. S. 
Milton ~ Smith & Town Printers ~ Smith Reuter Lull 
Architects - Stony Brook Recreation - Sudbury Inn ~ 
Sunday River Brewing Company ~ Sunday River Inn & 
Cross Country Ski Center - Sunday River Skiway Corp. 
- Swan Screenprinting - W. J. Wheeler & Co., Inc. ~ 
Western Maine Brokerage Services LLC - Western Maine 
Internal Medicine - Western Maine Supply Co. ~ Douglas 
Zinchuk Carpentry 











